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Post It – Pile It

Purpose: To allow for all members of the class to participate and find commonality

Materials:  

· Post-It Style Notes

· Chart Paper

Method:

Post It

1. Distribute a number  (10-15) post-it style notes to each member of the class

2. In  a set time period (1-2 minutes) have them write ONE thought of whatever you are examining on each post-it note – only 1 item per post-it note
a. i.e. Where did I spend my money the last month?

i. food

ii. clothes

iii. bus …

Pile-It

1. Place students into groups (3-5)

2. One student begins by placing one post-it on the chart paper

3. Those in the group who have the same or similar thought, place their post-it on top

4. The next student in the group, places a new post-it (thought) and those with similar or exact same idea place on top

5. Continue until all post-it notes are on the table

Consolidation
1. Have the students examine each pile 

2. Create categories for each type using the chart paper

a. i.e Food, Transportation, Entertainment ..

3. Post the results

4. Optional: Graffiti activity – what financial decisions do you make each day
a. What information do you need?

5. Have students complete a gallery walk and add any comments they wish 

Wrap-up/Debrief
It is important that teachers take the time to have the class reflect on what they have learned. 

Some common ways to do this are:

1. Look for commonalities

2. Create a top ten list based on class lists

a. Each student is given 3 stickers that they place beside the most important concept to them

3. Have them do a reflective journal, collage or cartoon that sums up the experience
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